Can neck surgery cause a woman to talk more? No, guys,
this isn’t a trick question. (Bill needs to talk to his editor.)

I've decided to write about other things ... not because |
was told to ... Iwant to .... | love the Holidays ... family get-
togethers and visits with friends. A week ago, | decided to
surprise my old friends, Dennis and Carl, for lunch. They
asked how | got free ... FREE? ... I'm the boss ... | make my
own decisions ... I'm king of the castle ... they were still
laughing later when | called Misuzu to ask what | should
order for lunch. (Oh, poor Husband ... he can’t hear too well
... he can’t see things in front of him ... and now he thinks
he is a king and lives in a castle!)

Often, | am asked to explain how | can be a Husband Hero and yet, be enrolled in the Husband Improvement Program
(HIP). Some things just can’t be explained but, after almost 13 years, | do expect to graduate from the HIP this month ...
(That would be a Christmas Miracle!) Misuzu calls me “Kame-san” ... that’s formal Japanese ... loosely translated as “Most
Precious and Honorable Husband Hero” ... (A less loose and more accurate translation is: turtle ... as in s-lI-o-w)

Shige, 24 ... well, enough about Shige ... let’s talk about his girlfriend Melanie ... she is wonderful ... funny, happy, bright ...
she is from Berlin, Germany and works at a University of Florida lab near Marineland. That is where she met Shige ... but
enough about Shige ... Melanie is taking piano lessons from Misuzu ... every Wednesday she joins us for dinner and then
has her lesson. We really enjoy her visits. Unfortunately, Melanie cannot join us for Christmas as she is going home ... |
guess Shige is going with her but enough about Shige (Enough!) We are very proud of Shige ... this fall he started a
doctorate program in bio-something at the University of Florida. Melanie already has her Ph.D. in biology ... (Bill needs a
Time Out!) Shige has a graduate assistantship working in a lab ... he has never been to Germany ... | think he is excited
about his trip with ... that German girl.

Nari, 22, will graduate from the University of Central Florida this semester ... we are so proud of him. All the educational
software | bought for his Xbox 360 really paid off ... | told Misuzu last year that the software (Games!) would help him
graduate in August ... (hmmm ... that’s four months ago!) After graduation, Nari will come home ... not abandoning his
poor parents at Christmas like his brother (Who bought Shige’s airline ticket to Germany?) Misuzu will give Nari her old
Camry so he’ll be able to continue his education ... buying more educational software at his local Xbox store.

Misuzu is an alien ... I've said this for years. Evidence? | saw an X-ray of Misuzu’s neck which showed a titanium plate held
in place by 6 screws. Around the same time, Misuzu had neck surgery ... but I'm absolutely certain the X-ray was taken
before the surgery. (Husband Hero is almost always wrong!) On a follow-up visit, | told the doctor Misuzu was talking a

lot more since her operation (He really did!) ... the doctor nodded and said it was probably a loose screw. (Think he meant
in my neck or in Bill’s head?) Misuzu’s recovery went very well and included physical therapy, an exercise program and
massage therapy. Husband Hero did a great job taking care of her (He did!) Misuzu is back to her normal activities ...
playing bridge, exercising, watching the Japanese TV channel, using her iPad2 and taking care of her Kame-san.

Bill, 67, spends endless hours on his computer playing with video and photo editing software and websites. He plays
bridge and basketball (You’re right! He is too old to be playing basketball ... he twists this, hurts that, something always
sore ... but will Husband listen to Wife and quit playing basketball? No, Husband can’t hear! Maybe basketball stuck in his
ear.) Bill enjoys watching the Embry Riddle basketball team ... they are fast, smart and hard working ... and getting better
each day ... the coaches are great ... GO EAGLES!

Love,
Bill, Misuzu, Shige and Nari
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